
Prompting 
Procedure 

Learner/Skill/Task Characteristics 

Least-to-most Learner may be using the target skill, but not consistently (e.g., uses the skill 
during free play, but not at snack; uses the skill correctly once during English, 
but incorrectly for the remainder of the class)  
 
OR learner may be regressing (i.e., learner had mastered the skill, but is now 
making errors in situations where he had used it correctly) 
 
This procedure can be used to teach:  
1. discrete skills – single responses of short duration (e.g., saying words, 

naming picture or objects, reading words)  
2. chained skills – a series of behaviors put together to form a complex skill 

(e.g., washing hands, eating a meal, putting on a coat, cleaning up a play 
area) 

3. response classes – group of responses that have the same function. 
Examples of response classes include:   

 imitating peers: A variety of behaviors could be used when imitating 
peers, such as clapping, waving, driving a toy car, raising hand. All of 
these behaviors make up the response class for the skill.  

 having conversations with peers: A variety of behaviors could be used 
when having conversations with peers such as different words and topics 
of conversation. All of these behaviors make up the response class for 
this skill.  

 initiating social interactions: A variety of behaviors could be used when 
initiating social interactions with others, such as speaking to a peer, 
getting closer to a peer, or offering a toy to a peer. All of these behaviors 
make up the response class for this skill.   

 
Simultaneous 

prompting 
Used to teach learners with ASD new target skills (e.g., team member  has just 
started working on a new target skill with a learner with ASD) 
 

 This procedure can be used with both discrete and chained skills, and results 
in learning that is about as rapid as constant time delay. 
 

Graduated 
guidance 

Easily embedded within ongoing routines and activities (e.g., working on 
requesting at snack time, putting on coat to go outside, asking for help during 
class) 
 

 This procedure should only be used with chained behaviors. 
 

 


